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Mrs. Tate
Romeo and Juliet: ACT III, Scenes 3&5
Cutting the Script

Cutting an original script is a fact of life for directors. Time constraints, budgetary concerns, and other considerations mean that words, lines and even scenes must be eliminated. This cutting, however, must be done with care so the work itself is not destroyed. 
With a small group, you are going to assume the role of the director preparing to film Romeo and Juliet. You will be responsible for “cutting” ACT III, Scene 3 or ACT III, Scene 5 of the play. 

You will need to cut at least one-third to one-half of the lines within the scene. Cut carefully, part of your evaluation is based on keeping the significant parts of the scene.  Each group will be given a duplicate of the scene, feel free to mark up this script. 
Once each group has finished cutting their script, you will perform the scene for the rest of the class. You have the choice of keeping the same language, or changing the lines to everyday English. Each group member must have a speaking role. This may mean switching characters part way through the scene, etc. 

You will have to defend your choices at the end of your performance. Consider this while you are working on your script. 
Evaluation

Knowledge/Understanding


/ 5 marks
Shows thorough understanding of the characters, themes and ideas from Romeo and Juliet. 
Thinking / Inquiry  



/ 5 marks 
Creative and critical thinking skills when reducing script.

Evidence of preparation with group members. 
Keeps appropriate lines for each character. 
Overall effort is shown. 
Communication/Application  


/10 marks 

Feeds off the situation and the audience in a skilful, sensitive manner. 
Uses pitch, tone, pacing and volume to skilfully render the character. 
Gestures and actions reflect and complement and insightful view of the character. 

/20 marks (Oral Communication Strand)
