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Mrs.Tate

To Kill a Mockingbird Essay 

For this assignment, you are to write an essay, based on the novel, To Kill a Mockingbird. 
The essay will be five paragraphs: an introduction, three body paragraphs and a conclusion. The three chosen themes will be the topic of each of the body paragraphs. Within each paragraph you will provide two examples from the novel, citing using correct MLA format. A detailed outline will be given in class. 

Guidelines:

· Your essay must be typed and double-spaced using 12 font. This assignment will not be accepted if it is not typed.

· The essay should be 750-1000 words (3-4 pages).

· Your essay must include a cover page with your name, teacher’s name, date the assignment was submitted and name of the course. 

· Proper MLA format must be used when citing To Kill a Mockingbird or any other source you might use in your essay. Please refer back to the MLA citation handout given out at the beginning of this unit.

· A Works Cited Page must be included at the end of your essay, even if you only use the play as a source.

· With the final copy of your essay you must include your outline and at least one rough draft with clear revisions. Time will be dedicated in class for peer-editing. 

OPTION 1

Write a five paragraph essay discussing the varying degrees of justice/injustice within Maycomb. Refer to the attitudes and actions of any three of the following characters as examples of the types and degrees of justice/injustice. 

i. Jem  

ii. Mrs. Dubose

iii. Aunt Alexandra

iv. Atticus Finch

v. Bob Ewell

vi. Mr.Heck Tate

OPTION 2

Jem and Scout Finch mature greatly throughout To Kill a Mockingbird. Choose three events from the novel which you believe lead to the transformation, of either Jem or Scout, into adulthood and write a five paragraph essay. 

i. the incident with Mrs.Dubose

ii. the trial of Tom Robinson 

iii. the attempts to see Boo Radley

iv. Bob Ewell’s attempt on their life 

v. meeting Boo Radley 

OPTION 3

In a five part essay answer, pick three of the following and discuss how they reveal the personality of Atticus Finch. 

i. the attempted beating of Tom

ii. incident of the rabid dog

iii. the incident with Mrs. Dubose

iv. the trial of Tom Robinson 

v. the secrecy surrounding Bob Ewell's death. 

DUE DATES:
· In-class work periods will take place on: 

· Outlines will be due on:

· Computer Lab periods will take place:

· Final Copy of your essay will be due: 
Name:

To Kill a Mockingbird Essay Rubric 
Knowledge / Understanding  




/10 marks

Understands characters, plot, themes, essay format. 

Knowledge of play, themes and language conventions.
Thinking / Inquiry 





/10 marks


Provides specific details.

Use of critical thinking skills.

Depth examines themes. 
Utilizes two appropriate examples per paragraph. 
Includes rough draft/planning sheets. 

Communication 






/10 marks

Organizes essay correctly (introduction, three body paragraphs, conclusion), Thesis statement in the introduction. 
Effective lead in the introduction. 

Topic sentence for each body paragraph.

Concluding sentence for each body paragraph. 
Footprints in the conclusion.

Appropriate diction chosen. 
Accurate punctuation, spelling, and capitalization used throughout essay.
Application 







/10 marks

Is able to connect and apply themes and ideas to essay format.

Includes correct citations using MLA. 
Includes a proper Works Cited page which is formatted using correct MLA.
TOTAL:






/40 marks 

=


%

