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Mrs.Tate
Romeo and Juliet Essay Assignment

You will be writing an essay on the major topics in Romeo and Juliet. You do not need to include any outside sources for this assignment. Include a cover page with an interesting title, your name and date.

You are to write an essay based on proving the statement below:

The inevitability of fate, young love, needless or unnecessary violence, problematic parent-child relationships and the importance or difficulties of friendship are all major topics in the play Romeo and Juliet, by William Shakespeare.
Choose three of these five themes and prove this statement.

The essay will be five paragraphs: an introduction, three body paragraphs and a conclusion. The three chosen themes will be the topic of each of the body paragraphs. Within each paragraph you will provide two examples from the play, citing using correct MLA format. A detailed outline will be given in class. 

Guidelines:

· Your essay must be typed and double-spaced using 12 font. This assignment will not be accepted if it is not typed.

· The essay should be 750-1000 words (3-4 pages).

· Your essay must include a cover page with your name, teacher’s name, date the assignment was submitted and name of the course. 

· Proper MLA format must be used when citing Romeo and Juliet or any other source you might use in your essay. Please refer back to the MLA citation handout given out at the beginning of this unit.

· A Works Cited Page must be included at the end of your essay, even if you only use the play as a source.
· With the final copy of your essay you must include your outline and at least one rough draft with clear revisions. Time will be dedicated in class for peer-editing. 
Due Dates:

The majority of the essay will be written in-class.  Do not go on to the next step in the writing process until instructed to do so. 

· In-class work periods will take place on: 

· Outlines will be due on:

· Computer Lab periods will take place:

· Final Copy of your essay will be due: 
Name:

Romeo and Juliet Essay Rubric:
Knowledge / Understanding  




/10 marks
Understands characters, plot, themes, essay format. 

Knowledge of play, themes and language conventions.
Thinking / Inquiry 





/10 marks


Provides specific details.

Use of critical thinking skills.

Depth examines themes. 
Utilizes two appropriate examples per paragraph. 
Includes rough draft/planning sheets. 





/20 marks (Lit. Studies)
Communication 






/10 marks
Organizes essay correctly (introduction, three body paragraphs, conclusion), Thesis statement in the introduction. 
Effective lead in the introduction. 

Topic sentence for each body paragraph.

Concluding sentence for each body paragraph. 
Footprints in the conclusion.

Appropriate diction chosen. 
Accurate punctuation, spelling, and capitalization used throughout essay.
Application 







/10 marks
Is able to connect and apply themes and ideas to essay format.

Includes correct citations using MLA. 
Includes a proper Works Cited page which is formatted using correct MLA.
TOTAL:


/40 marks (Writing Curriculum Strand)
=


%

