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Act I Discussion Questions

Act I Scene i

1. What are your first impressions of Iago?

2. What is the central conflict in this opening scene?

3. Who is Brabantio? How is he important? What are his next steps?

4. Why is Iago angry at Othello? 

5. Based on the opinions and discussions of Othello in this scene, what kind of a man do you believe him to be?

Act I Scene ii

1. Who is Cassio?

2. How does Othello manage to avoid an altercation with Brabantio?

3. How do you feel about Othello at this point?

4. Where is the group heading now? What do they hope to accomplish?

5. Is Othello respected by his peers/associates?

6. What contrasts are there between the way Iago, Brabantio and Roderigo have described Othello and the way he looks and behaves when he actually appears?

7. Why is Brabantio convinced that Othello must have used witchcraft on this daughter? 

8. What are the basic differences between Iago and Cassio in their short conversation following Othello’s exit?

Act I Scene iii

1. Do you agree with Othello’s decision to bring Desdomona to tell her side of the story?
2. Do you believe Othello and Desdemona are in-love?

3. What impression have you of Desdemona, why?

4. List the reasons Iago gives Roderigo for believing that the love of Othello and Desdemona cannot last. 
