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Ms.Tate

“Jagged Edge”

Alias Grace Introduction 

Margaret Atwood chose to begin her novel, Alias Grace with a 1 1/2 page excerpt (which reappears later on in the novel).  The passage is brief and at first glance, rather confusing. However, when read closely, a lot is revealed in terms of character, imagery and setting. 

With a partner, respond to the following, based on the reading of “Jagged Edge”. 

What does the reader learn about Grace from this section? Be sure to think metaphorically as well literally. 
What images does Atwood create in this section? (Consider character and setting)
What hints / information does the reader get about the murders?

How does the last line, “This is what I told Dr.Jordon…the story” (Atwood 6), give a first clue to Grace’s guilt or innocence? 
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