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Kim/Tate


Grade 12 University ISU Comparison Essay Rubric
Knowledge/Understanding





/10 marks

Displays close knowledge of both texts;
Connections are made between texts;

Evenly distributes information from both texts;

Thesis is clear and argued throughout.
.

Thinking/Inquiry







/20 marks
Explores beyond the obvious surface and demonstrates critical thinking;
Uses direct quotations from the beginning, middle and end of each text to efficiently support arguments;

Smoothly integrates quotations into essay;

Essay is a cohesive body of work (ideas run smoothly together);
Obvious effort is shown through the detail and language;
Creative title present.
Communication







/20 marks
Proper topic sentences;

Paragraphs are linked throughout using concluding sentences and/or opening sentences;

Links are made between discussions about each text;

Paragraphs are balanced and organized;

Lead is relevant and ties into the entire essay;

Conclusion restates the thesis with appropriate footprints that do not introduce new material to the essay;
Words and sentences are properly composed;

There is no use of first or second person;

No contractions, no slang/colloquial language (quotations excepted);

Correct spelling and punctuation throughout;

Formal diction, present tense and active voice are used throughout.
Application








/10 marks
MLA formatting is used throughout;

Works Cited included at end of good copy;

Titles are underlined or italicized;

Formatting is logical and clear – strongest arguments appear at the conclusion and outset;

Process/Revision work, including an outline and closely edited rough drafts are included.
TOTAL








/60 =

%
