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Ms. Tate

Othello 

ACT IV Discussion Questions 
Answers can be completed in point form, as long as they are full thoughts. 
Act VI, Scene 1 

1. What happens to Othello’s health in this scene? How does Iago use this to his advantage?
2. How do Cassio’s actions in this scene end up hurting Othello?

3. When Othello assumes Cassio is speaking of Desdemona, who is Cassio actually speaking of?

4. Is Othello hearing what he wants to hear?

5. How is timing important to how this scene plays out, especially in regards to Bianca’s entrance/exit in this scene?

6. How does Othello originally plan to murder Desdemona? What does Iago suggest? Why does he suggest it?

7. How is Cassio going to be “dealt with”?

8. Who is Lodovico? What message/info does he deliver in this scene?

9. What are Lodovico’s thoughts on Othello’s behaviour?

10. What is the handkerchief’s continued significance in this scene?

11. Are any aspects of Iago’s manipulation of Othello believable? Explain your answer. 

Act IV, Scene 2 
1. What is Emilia’s response to Othello’s interrogation?

2. What does Othello insinuate about Emilia? What does he say/think this?

3. Describe Othello’s treatment of Desdemona at the beginning of this scene.

4. If you were Desdemona, what would you do to try and convince Othello you are innocent?

5. What does Iago tell Desdemona is the reason for Othello’s irrational behaviour? 
6. What are Roderigo’s motivations? How does Iago manipulate his feelings?

7. What do Roderigo and Iago plan?

8. Who do you feel is more truly evil: Iago for creating and executing the plan against Othello, or Othello for believing Iago so easily and not trusting the woman he loves? Explain your answer with examples from the text. 

Act IV, Scene 3

1. Where does Othello direct Desdemona to go at the beginning of this scene? Why is it significant? 

2. Why does Desdemona discuss and eventually sing the song, “Willow”? 

3. What does Emilia tell Desdemona about men? Are her thoughts accurate, given the actions of the men in this play?

4. How has Othello changed throughout the play? Explain. 

