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The Great Gatsby Analytical Essay

You will be writing a well-organized, formal essay based on the novel The Great Gatsby.  This essay is meant to prepare you the ISU Essay, being written later this year. 

Chose one of the following topics for your essay and develop a three-point thesis: 

1. Discuss how money motivates and influences at least three characters from The Great Gatsby. 
2. Jay Gatsby has an obsession with the past. How does this character flaw directly lead to the downfall of him and the people around him?

3. How reliable is Nick Carraway as the narrator of The Great Gatsby? 
Guidelines:

· In order to structure your essay correctly, follow a consistent essay structure.
· The essay must be typed (size 12 font) and double-spaced, swag about 5-6 pages.
· Rubric and rough drafts/outline must accompany your good copy. 
· You must include a Works Cited, even if you only use The Great Gatsby 
· In-text citations must also be included within this essay whenever quotations are used. 
Due Dates:

Outlines and rough work: 
Computer Lab:  
Although ample time is being given in class to write your essay, please be advised, you may have to work on your essay at home. Therefore, plan your time accordingly. 

Good Copy Due: 
Ultimate Deadline: 
Please refer to the rubric for specific evaluation criteria. 
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The Great Gatsby Essay Rubric 

Knowledge/Understanding





/10 marks 

Displays thorough knowledge of characters, plot, and themes of the text.

Thesis is clear and effectively argued throughout.

The purpose of the essay is proven. 

Thinking/Inquiry







/10 marks 

Essay explores beyond the obvious surface. 
Uses direct quotations to efficiently back up information. 
Quotations are incorporated smoothly into the essay.

Pulls quotations from the beginning, middle, and end the text. 
Creative title.

Essay is a cohesive body or work (ideas run smoothly into the next). 
Overall effort is obvious through the detail and language that is used to convey the ideas that support a thesis. 








/20 marks (Literature Studies Strand)
Communication







/10 marks 

Proper thesis statement.
Proper topic sentences. 
Paragraphs are linked throughout. 
Paragraphs are organized and include at least three examples. 
Lead is relevant and ties into the entire essay.

Conclusion restates the thesis with appropriate footprints that do not introduce new material to the essay.

Proper grammar, spelling and punctuation used throughout. 

There is no use of first or second person.

No contractions / No slang/colloquial language (unless in a quotation).

Present tense is used throughout. 
Application 








/10 marks 

MLA format is used throughout.

A Works Cited accompanies the essay.

Quotations are cited properly,
Able to make logical connections within the text. 
Rough draft/outline is included with good copy.
TOTAL        




/40 marks  
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