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Ms. Tate 

Alias Grace 
Textual Analysis Group Work 
A close analysis of a quotation requires a close reading of a section of text and a thoughtful analysis of the meaning of the quotation in relation to the novel as a whole. 
As you are analyzing a quotation from Alias Grace, follow these guidelines for understanding the quote and finding deeper meanings. 

· Read the quotation at least three times.

· Carefully read the paragraphs surrounding the quotation to get a good sense of the context of the quotation. 

· Make sure you are aware of what major plot points occur within the chapter from which the quote is taken. 

· Jot down a brief summary of what is occurring in the novel at the time of the quotation. 

· Take notes on specific words or sections of the quote that are particularly important.

· Comment on how the quotation relates to: 

· Thematic concepts within the novel (e.g. truth vs. reality)

· Character Development (more being revealed about a character)

· Imagery or symbolism (may not be relevant for all quotations)

· Author’s purpose (what is Atwood doing in the novel with this quotation?)

After looking at your point form notes, chose ONE of the elements above (character development, symbolism, etc) which you believe is the strongest and develop this further into an organized outline/paragraph, with your partner.  Consider a topic sentence and concluding sentence. 
Chose ONE of the following quotations from the section “Broken Dishes”:

pp. 112-113: “I dreamt that I was…It will get on the clean floor.”

OR

pp 138-139: “My mother died that night….put such things in my head.” 

This assignment is to prepare you for your individual textual analysis, to be done on a quotation form “Secret Drawer”, due at the end of the week.
